
© Institute for Women and Art, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
 

 
 

Lesson Plan #3:  

Significant Object Project 
 

Students’ identities are communicated by the way they present themselves, the 

company they keep, as well as the objects that they hold dear to them. This project 

allows students to think about the “things” in their lives and the way objects influence 

some aspect of our identity. It also allows students to learn about using different media 

as they reproduce their object in print. 
 

THEMES:  

 Representational objects 

 Symbolic objects  

 Style of dress 

 Cultural items 

 Family heirlooms  

 

RESOURCES: 

Images and Information on artists 

 http://www.okeeffemuseum.org/natural-and-still-life-forms.html 

 http://www.sculpt.com/links/Other_Pics/LouiseB/LouiseB.htm 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ON ARTISTS: 

 

Louise Bourgeois and Georgia O’Keefe 

 What kind of objects did Louise Bourgeois sculpt? What do you think is 

the significance behind these objects? How can an object have dual 

significance? Does a sculpture take on a new identity depending on the 

context in which it is placed?  

 What kind of objects does Georgia O’Keeffe paint? Why does she paint 

them – what kind of meanings do they take on when they are reproduced 

in a painting? 

 

MATERIALS FOR HANDS-ON PROJECT: 

For drawings:  

 Drawing paper (can be standard printer paper) 

http://www.okeeffemuseum.org/natural-and-still-life-forms.html
http://www.sculpt.com/links/Other_Pics/LouiseB/LouiseB.htm
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 A variety of media for 10 different drawings – colored pencils, marker, 

make-up, crayon, tape, collage, recycled materials, fabric, chalk, paint, 

etc. 

For writing portion: Several pieces of lined notebook paper and pencil/pen. 

(There is not journal entry for this project, but there is an essay) 

 

 

DESCRIPTION AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR PROJECT: SIGNIFICANT OBJECT 

PROJECT 

 

Students bring in an object that is of some importance to them. This object can 

be sentimental or practical, but they must justify its significance.  Create 10 

drawings of this object, using ten different drawing materials. These drawings 

should all be different, and creativity in materiality and composition is strongly 

encouraged. 

 

1. Choose an object; think about why it is significant.  Write a short essay, 

roughly 1-2 paragraphs, describing in detail what the object is physically (look, 

feel, smell, taste, etc).  Imagine you are an alien from another planet and have 

never seen anything like this object, how would you describe it? 

 

2. Make 10 two-dimensional representations of this object using any material you 

would like.  Be creative and allow for abstraction.  


