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Lesson Plan #7:  

In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens 

  
Identity is complex; as seen in the previous workshops, it is made up of many different 

parts and pieces. This workshop addresses the intersection of multiple facets of 

students’ identities: race, gender, sexuality, socio-economic status, etc. How we 

experience life is based on the outcome of the intersection of all of these identities. 

Students will engage with a an excerpt from a novel and a discussion that address the 

principal of intersectionality (the idea that various biological, social, and cultural 

categories-- including gender, race, class, and ethnicity-- interact and contribute towards 

systematic social inequality) in their own lives as well as in the lives other others. 

 

THEMES:  

 African American History 

 Racial identity 

 Ethnic identity 

 Economic identity 

 Gender identity 

 Sexual identity  

 

RESOURCES:  

Link to the reading - https://www.uwosh.edu/african_am/aas-100-canon-

materials/walker_in_search.pdf 

Instructions on flower making - http://www.instructables.com/id/How-To-Make-Paper-

Roses/ 

Images and Information on artists – 

http://learn.walkerart.org/karawalker 

http://carriemaeweems.net/ 

http://emmaamos.com/  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ON ARTISTS:  

 

Kara Walker, Carrie Mae Weems, and Emma Amos 

 Speak briefly about each work, looking at the materials and techniques used as 

well as the scenes being depicted. 

 All of these women explore gender, race, class and power through their art – 

describe some ways in which they do this, citing the specific works that we 
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looked at. For example – do they do it through a historical lens, a sociological 

lens, etc.? 

 What is intersectionality? (Define for students) 

 How does their work embody intersectionality?   

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ON READING:  

 

[Definition of intersectionality: the idea that various biological, social, and cultural 

categories-- including gender, race, class, and ethnicity-- interact and contribute towards 

systematic social inequality.] 

 

 What is intersectionality? How does Walker talk about intersectionality in the 

context of black women artists? Meaning, why was it different to be black, a 

woman, and an artist, rather than being a woman and an artist as Virginia Woolf? 

 Do you need “a room of one’s own” to be an artist? How was Walker’s mother an 

artist? 

 How can we be artists in our every day lives? 

 

MATERIALS FOR HANDS-ON PROJECT:  

For paper flowers:  

 Colored construction paper 

 Scissors  

 Glue  

 Pens or markers 

For journal entry: Lined paper and pen/pencil. 

 

 

DESCRIPTION AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR PROJECT: 

 

Using an excerpt from the novel In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens (1972), by Alice 

Walker, we will investigate the notion of how we can be artists in our every day. We will 

make flowers from construction paper, and talk about in what “rocky soil” (a reference 

from the reading to the more rough-around-the-edges parts of our lives) we would plant 

our flowers in our own daily lives, our communities, or our society at large. 

 

1) Gather together all of the materials. 

 

2) Draw the various petals and parts of the flower on the construction paper. 

 

3) Cut out the petals and leaves. 
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4) Fold and burnish outer petals. 

 

5) Glue the outer petals together. 

 

6) Glue the inner petals together. 

 

7) Glue the inner petals to the outer petals’ base. 

 

8)  Add leaves to your flower. 

 

9) Have everyone write down a short description of where they would plant their flower 

(5 minutes). 

 

10) Discuss it as a group. 

 

 

JOURNAL ENTRY FOR STUDENTS:  

 Where did you choose to plant your flower – in your personal life, community 

or society? 

 Does the place reflect a certain aspect of your own identity? 

 Did you plant your flower in an area of life you would like to change? If so, 

what would you like to change about it? 

 We spoke a lot about intersectionality today – how does intersectionality play 

a role in your own life or the life of someone close to you? 

 

 


